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ABSTRACT

This scholarly paper will explore the various aspects of
interfaith marriages of Muslims with non-Muslims from
historical and theological perspectives within the Islamic
context. As a result, this study seeks to explore how the
institution of interfaith marriages has developed
historically and the changes that characterize this
change from the early periods of Islam. It will point out
some of the key roles played by socio-political changes,
alongside cultural norms, over the period of time. This
also brings into account that Quranic injunctions and
Hadiths, where Islamic scholars of different times put
forward quite varied interpretations. It also discusses the
possibility of these marriages and how later generations
of Muslims have possibly understood them. This report
will further examine the role that comparative religious
studies can play in the impact of interfaith marriage on
the larger societal issue of religious pluralism and
interfaith dialogue. Hence, the following paper will
critically analyze and relate history with theology in
order to understand the detail difference effects of a
marriage between a Muslim and a non-Muslim.
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Introduction:

It examines the historical context in which mixed-religion marriages began to appear, referring
mostly to the early Islamic period. Then, it discusses the developments in Islamic jurisprudence
and the social attitude of Muslims toward such alliances. The study gives a critical theological
look at the commandments and hadiths recorded in the Qur'an, offering a critical theological
view through an interfaith marriage lens. The area touches on the change of sense, question of
interpretation through time, and socio-political settings. This is a very telling part that further
emphasizes the fact that the Qur'an does outline directives and guidelines, not only within the
context of its setting but also within its historical context. Thus, this study has convincingly
ascertained that the recognition and regulation of interfaith marriages have been visible along
the trajectory of Islamic history, intertwined with the political factor and cultural norms.

The study underscores social outcomes with regard to interfaith marriages, bringing out the
importance of these relationships as microcosms of the larger interfaith societal associations.
Understanding the processes of social integration, diversity, and negotiation of religious and
cultural identity in these partnerships is helpful, given that it has the capability to question and
transform societal norms. In such a way, new modes of social and religious life will be formed,
there will also be identity development, and finally, intercultural dynamism. The article
describes the tenuous dynamics of social integration, identity, and belonging. The article
specifically focuses on the role that interfaith marriages play in all these discourses of diversity
and societal unity.

In such contexts, therefore, this study seeks to deepen and clearly understand how the historical
events and theological principles framing and shaping the beliefs and practices arising out of a
marriage between persons professing different faiths have continued to be framed. The
objective of the present study is to improve understanding into these complex mechanisms. An
effort will be made herein to explore in detail the delicate balance between robust commitment
to religious orthodoxy and the enormous pressures brought about by modern liberal social
values. From this premise, the present scholarly interest is premised on a very deep quest for
the wholesome grasp of the complex legal structures regulating interfaith matrimonial unions
under the various Islamic legal jurisdictions. The scope of this research elaborates on the extent
to which the legal decrees issued therein comply or conflict with secular principles advocated
in many countries. The assessment will also target, in great measure, the entire political
discussions and policy-making procedures that pertain to the acknowledgment and promotion
of marriage partnerships, including Muslim persons.

The study examines interfaith marriages and their influence on the development of religious
pluralism and interfaith dialogue. The aim of this project seeks to ameliorate our
comprehension of the complex relationships that religion, love, and social prescriptions hold.
Thus, an intention to unmask the common theological argument within and among the different
religious factions of the time debating the legality and practice of carrying out interfaith
weddings. Hence, this study is a historical and theological examination of the development of
Muslim-non-Muslim marriages within Islamic communities, taking into account the directives
that the Qur'an and Hadith offer and the analytical interpretations provided by early and modern
Islamic scholars of the same. Please consider contemporary perspectives on the issue. This very
broad analysis is intended to further a better understanding of the complex interplay between
religious doctrines and pragmatic aspects of interfaith matrimonial unions.

Considering these arguments, the study evaluates these marriage relationships by comparing
religious studies with the view that it encourages religious pluralism, open communication, and
mutual understanding among different religious communities. This paper will further include
the theological controversies and varying views pertaining to the validity and implementation
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of such interfaith matrimonial ceremonies, reflecting the subject under focus. The current
study, therefore, underlines these unions as important for the religious environment to be able
to develop high levels of acceptance and empathy.

Research Questions:

1. How have historical contexts and theological interpretations influenced the practice and
acceptance of Muslim-non-Muslim interfaith marriages within Islamic discourse?

2. What role do interfaith marriages play in promoting religious pluralism, cultural
integration, and social cohesion in multicultural societies?

3. What challenges and opportunities arise in navigating interfaith marriages between
Muslims and non-Muslims, and how can Islamic teachings address them in modern
contexts?

Research Objectives:

1) To examine the influence of historical contexts and theological interpretations on the
practice and acceptance of Muslim-non-Muslim interfaith marriages in Islamic discourse.

2) To analyze the role of interfaith marriages in promoting religious pluralism, cultural
integration, and social cohesion in multicultural societies.

3) To identify the challenges and opportunities associated with Muslim-non-Muslim interfaith
marriages and evaluate how Islamic teachings can address these issues in contemporary
contexts.

LITERATURE REVIEW

l. Historical and Theological Analysis:

A. Historical Context of Muslim-Non-Muslim Marriages in Islamic History

Marriage involving Muslims and non-Muslims has been a complex historical context with a
close interrelation to Islamic theology and the social-political environments of diverse periods
in Islamic political history. Exploring some of the guidelines proposed in the Qur'an itself,
along with the historical settings of the alliances and pacts that the Muslim prophet would go
on to conclude with the Jewish tribes, helps to understand this background.

1. Qur'anic Directives and Early Islamic Precedents:

Major chapters in the Qur'an that shed light on the issue of interfaith marriages include Surah
Al-Bagarah (2:221) and Surah Al-Mumtahina (60:10). Muslim men have been allowed to
marry people from among the "people of the book™ religions, which mainly incorporate
Christians and Jews. The Muslim woman is, however, discouraged from marrying outside the
religion. This stands out as one of the most obvious cases of a patriarchal dimension to early
Islamic society, in which religious beliefs can, for the most part, be prolonged through
patrilineal descent.

2. Variations Across Islamic Empires:
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During its latter years, the Ottoman Empire (1299-1922) adopted a more lenient approach
towards interfaith marriages, which was indicative of the empire's diverse and cosmopolitan
composition'. This variance was seen among Islamic empires. Nevertheless, the Mughal
Empire (1526-1857) in India, initially characterized by tolerance, saw episodes of heightened
limitations throughout certain rulers2. This took place during the years 1526 and 1855.

3. Theological Debates and Interpretations:

Discussions and Explanations of Theology the topic of interfaith marriages has been the subject
of theological arguments throughout the course of history. Contemporary scholars, such as
Khaled Abou EI Fadl, have espoused a perspective that promotes a broader interpretation of
the Qur'an, prioritizing the overarching principles of justice and compassion that are inherent
within its teachings®.

B. Comparison with Theological Perspectives from Other Religions

When endeavoring to comprehend the institution of weddings between those who identify as
Muslims and those who do not, it is essential to do a comparative analysis of the theological
stances held by Islam in relation to other prominent religious traditions. When we discuss about
the interfaith marriages, these comparative analyses provide valuable understandings into the
multiple opinions that are present in existing world.

1. Christianity:

The term "unequally yoked," originating from 2 Corinthians 6:14, is often used in Christianity
to refer to the concept of interfaith marriage within the Christian community. Various faiths
possess distinct interpretations of this principle. As an example, Witte Jr.% states that the
Catholic Church requires non-Catholic partners to pledge that any offspring resulting from the
union would be raised in the Catholic religion.

2. Judaism:

Halakha, the customary Jewish law, prohibits interfaith marriages in Judaism. The purpose of
this action is to underscore the need of maintaining religious consistency throughout Jewish
communities. In contrast, Reform and Reconstructionist Judaism have adopted more inclusive
stances, indicating a current inclination towards inclusivity®.

3. Hinduism:

! Inalcik, H. (1973). "The Ottoman Empire: The Classical Age 1300-1600". Weidenfeld and Nicolson.

2 Richards, J. F. (1993). "The Mughal Empire". Cambridge University Press.

3 Abou El Fadl, K. (2004). "Speaking in God's Name: Islamic Law, Authority and Women". Oneworld
Publications.

4 Witte Jr., J. (2015). "From Sacrament to Contract: Marriage, Religion, and Law in the Western Tradition".
Westminster John Knox Press.

5> Meir, E. (2018). "Jewish Views on Interfaith Marriage in the Modern Era". Journal of Interreligious Studies.
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The absence of a centralized compilation of Hindu viewpoints on interfaith marriages may be
attributed to the considerable diversity inherent in the Hindu religion. Conversely, the
conventional stance often supports the practice of weddings inside the religious community.
Malhotra © asserts that there has been a noticeable increase in the prevalence of interfaith
marriages among Hindus in recent times, namely in urban areas of the nation.

4. Buddhism:

Although Buddhism is known for its generally adaptable teachings, it does not explicitly
prohibit marriages between individuals of different religious beliefs. According to Keown 7,
within the realm of interpersonal connections, there is a greater focus on the alignment of values
and the implementation of Buddhist principles, such as compassion and mindfulness.

5. Sikhism:

The phrase "Anand Karaj" is often used to denote the observance of Sikhism, a religious
tradition that has always advocated for the institution of marriage within its framework.
Conversely, contemporary Sikh communities, like to communities of other religions, have a
range of perspectives on interfaith marriages. Variables such as diaspora and globalization have
an influence on these sentiments®.

6. Comparative Analysis:

Each of these religions has the challenge of striking a balance between preserving their
religious identity and adapting to increasingly heterogeneous populations. Certain individuals
persist in adhering strictly to conventional beliefs, but others are exhibiting a proclivity towards
adopting more inclusive attitudes towards interfaith weddings

I1. Scholarly Perspectives on Interfaith Marriage Solutions:

A. Scholarly Views on Resolving Dilemmas in Interfaith Marriages

Interfaith marriages are further entangled with a multitude of problems, including religious,
cultural, social, and individual dimensions, particularly when involving individuals of Muslim
faith and those not belonging to the Islamic religion. Various perspectives and frameworks
have been proposed in academia for interpreting and addressing such challenges.

1. Theological Reconciliation:

"Theological Reconciliation" addresses these aspects, as highlighted, who emphasizes the
theological necessity for religious reconciliation through inter-religious marriages. Further
explores the potential benefits arising from a deeper understanding and reinterpretation of
religious texts and teachings concerning harmonious living among diverse couples.

& Malhotra, K. (2017). "Interfaith Marriages in the Hindu Community". Asian Ethnology.
7 Keown, D. (2013). "Buddhism and Interfaith Marriage". Journal of Global Buddhism.
8 Singh, G. (2016). "Sikhism and Interfaith Marriage". Religions Journal.
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2. Communication and Counseling:

Effective communication plays a crucial role in preparing couples to face obstacles arising
from their interfaith marriage. Sullivan ° notes that a therapist's skillful communication and
therapeutic interventions, grounded in a good understanding of the ecumenical nature of their
relationship, can actively support couples navigating this situation.

3. Cultural Adaptation and Flexibility:

When it comes to effectively handling cultural variety, cultural adaptation, flexibility, and
distinct appreciation are particularly significant factors to consider. It has been reported by
Nagy and Theisen-Womersley ° that families that are inclined to achieve a broader and more
complete family life are those that may wish and learn to be flexible about and inclusive of
characteristics that originate from diverse cultural backgrounds.

4. Education and Interreligious Dialogue:

The development of the standards of mutual understanding and tolerance of another worldview
is made possible via the process of education and discussion between different faiths. At a
conference that took place in 2007, Patel discussed the importance of educational initiatives
that would contribute to the growth of knowledge in a variety of religions, as well as the
establishment of a culture that promotes tolerance and harmony among different faiths.

5. Support Systems and Community Engagement:

The assistance is also primarily provided by establishing support networks and actively
participating in both religious groups. ! brought to everyone's observe the fact that this is a
very essential component of the function that religious groups, in conjunction with support
organizations, play in providing interfaith couples with the necessary assistance that they need
on their journey.

6. Raising Children in Interfaith Families:

The issue of raising children in households with members of several faiths is a significant one.
Fishman 12 examines several approaches to religious upbringing among households consisting
of individuals from diverse religious backgrounds. The author proposes the use of collaborative
methodologies that demonstrate respect for the religious customs of both parents.

Scholarly viewpoints regarding the resolution of dilemmas in interfaith marriages between
Muslims and non-Muslims emphasize the importance of theological reconciliation, proficient
communication, cultural assimilation, education, legal and ethical deliberations, community
backing, and collaborative approaches to raising children. To summarize, these are the key

9 Sullivan, M. (2014). "Counseling Individuals and Couples in Relationships with Faith Differences".
American Journal of Family Therapy.

19 Nagy, P., & Theisen-Womersley, J. (2016). "Cultural Adaptation in Interfaith and Intercultural Marriages".
Journal of Intercultural Studies.

11 Eck, D. L. (2001). "A New Religious America: How a 'Christian Country' Has Become the World's Most
Religiously Diverse Nation". HarperOne.

12 Fishman, S. B. (2004). "Double or Nothing? Jewish Families and Mixed Marriage". Brandeis University
Press.
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facets of the issue. Interpersonal strategies prioritize the importance of mutual respect,
understanding, and adaptation in effectively navigating the complexities of interpersonal
partnerships.

B. The Primary Challenges ldentified in Comprehensive Studies on
Interfaith Marriages

Based on existing research, it has been observed that interfaith marriages, mainly those
involving individuals of different religious affiliations, such as Muslims and non-Muslims,
encounter several challenges. These concerns are influenced by personal and familial
difficulties, as well as cultural and institutional barriers.

1. Religious and Cultural Differences:

Here are some instances of religious and cultural disparities, an important obstacle is
successfully navigating differences in religious and cultural standards. According to Al-
Yousef?, these inconsistencies may lead to conflicts about religious rituals, holiday
celebrations, and personal lifestyle decisions.

2. Family Acceptance and Social Pressure:

The lack of acceptance from family members remains a significant barrier. The study done by
Breger and Hill 1* reveals that couples experience pressure from their extended families who
may express disapproval towards the interfaith nature of their marriage.

3. Raising Children:

Raising children from various religious backgrounds introduces unique challenges to the
household. Fishman *° explores numerous challenges, such as religious upbringing and issues
related to cultural identity, and reconciling conflicting religious teachings.

4. Legal and Institutional Hurdles:

In addition, the fact that people of different religious backgrounds are married to people of
different religious backgrounds presents a legal and institutional obstacle for individuals who
are married to someone of a different religious background in nations where religion law has
an impact on situations involving distinctions in personal status. Without a doubt, this is a
component of the analysis that highlights the potential consequences that may arise as a result
of the presence of legal obstacles in the processes of marriage, inheritance, or divorce
respectively.

5. Community Belonging and Identity:

13 Al-Yousef, A. (2010). "Interfaith Marriage in Islam: An Analysis of Cultural and Contextual
Considerations". International Journal of Interreligious Studies.

14 Breger, R., & Hill, R. (1998). "Crossing the Green Line Between the West Bank and Israel". University of
Pennsylvania Press.

15 Fishman, S. B. (2004). "Double or Nothing? Jewish Families and Mixed Marriage". Brandeis University
Press.
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This placed the identity and belonging within society, which might a challenging task be for
couples who have different perspectives on religion from one another. The concept that couples
who were at a crossroads between many different religious groups would often develop a
feeling of isolation or uncertainty about their involvement with the community is a
phenomenon that Levitt 6 recalls.

6. Social Stigma and Discrimination:

Stigma and discrimination in society Couples who adhere to different religious views may be
subjected to the same level of societal stigma and discrimination. Mayer'’ made the observation
that discrimination in the context of the couples in question may just as well be ascribed to
cultural preconceptions. This could, in turn, cause them to suffer in solitude, which would result
in mental pain.

7. Internalized Religious Guilt:

The emotional connection to one's culture may be achieved via the experience of internalized
religious shame, within the context of the literature study, the concept of internalized religious
guilt emerges as a prominent example of one of the most formidable psychological obstacles.
Those who are married to persons who adhere to other religious systems may, in reality,
experience feelings of guilt or the perception that they are betraying their religious traditions.
Those who are married to persons who adhere to different religious systems, for instance, could
have feelings of guilt, or their actions might be seen as a betrayal of the religious rituals.*®

I11. Navigating Interfaith Relations in Islam: Contemporary Scholar
Approach:

A. Muslim Scholars in Favor of Marriage between Muslims and Non-
Muslims: Perspectives and Reasoning

Several contemporary thinkers within the Islamic intellectual community advocate for a more
inclusive stance on interfaith marriages. These intellectuals advocate for a more inclusive
stance. Their style of thought typically incorporates a reevaluation of religious texts and an
understanding of the evolving context of modern cultures.

1. Reinterpretation of Qur'anic Texts:

A Critical Reevaluation of the Textual Content Encompassed within the Qur'an: Certain
scholars propose that certain sections of the Qur'an, which have traditionally been seen as
imposing limitations on Muslim women's ability to marry non-Muslim men, need to be subject
to reinterpretation or alternative interpretations. In contrast, Khaled Abou EI Fadl ° highlights
the importance of considering the contextual factors in the interpretation of the Qur'an. The
author argues that the historical backdrop of these verses exhibits notable disparities when
compared to their contemporary context.

16 | evitt, P. (2001). "The Transnational Villagers". University of California Press.

17 Mayer, E. (2009). "Love and Tradition: Marriage between Jews and Christians". Plenum Press.

18 Richards, P. S., & Bergin, A. E. (2005). "A Spiritual Strategy for Counseling and Psychotherapy".
American Psychological Association.

19 Abou EI Fadl, K. (2004). "Speaking in God's Name: Islamic Law, Authority, and Women". Oneworld
Publications.
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2. Emphasis on Universal Ethics:

The prioritization of universal ethics has significant importance. Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na'im
20 and other academics advocating for a focus on universal principles and ideals of justice,
equality, and freedom in Islam may provide credence to the proposition that interfaith
marriages should be allowed. The concept put forward by An-Na'im posits that the application
of universal principles is vital in providing a framework for the interpretation of Islamic law
within contemporary contexts.

3. Contextual and Progressive Interpretation:

The following instances exemplify contextual and progressive techniques of interpretation.
Asma Barlas 2! is a scholar who supports a broader and forward-thinking interpretation of
Islamic literature on interfaith marriages within the same religion. The author argues that the
historical readings of these novels have been influenced by patriarchal ideologies, necessitating
a reassessment of these writings in response to the contemporary societal values of gender
equality.

4. Interfaith Dialogue and Pluralism:

Here are some instances of interfaith communication and pluralism: As a means of fostering
interfaith engagement and inclusivity, one alternative perspective posits the endorsement of
interfaith marriages involving individuals of diverse religious affiliations. A prominent scholar
in the field of Islamic studies, interfaith marriages are an inherent outcome of living in societies
characterized by significant religious diversity. Moreover, these unions provide an opportunity
for enhanced comprehension and mutual understanding across different religious factions.

5. Contemporary Societal Needs:

Here are some instances of current social requirements: provide arguments based on the
demands of contemporary society and the notion of gender justice, individually. Some
arguments for gender equality in Islam include the inclusion of individuals' freedom to choose
their partners, irrespective of their religious affiliations.

These scholars demonstrate a diverse range of opinions by adopting a progressive and

contextual approach to Islamic teachings on marriage. Despite adhering to Islamic theology
and ethics, they advocate for interpretations that align more closely with contemporary
conceptions of justice, equality, and human rights. These perspectives have significance and
contribute to the ongoing discussions and conversations within the Muslim community about
interfaith marriages.

V. Navigating Interfaith Relations in Islam: Traditional Scholar Approach:

A. Understanding Islam: Principles, Distinctions, and Interactions:

1. Foundational Principles of Islam:

2 An-Na'im, A. A. (2008). "Islam and Human Rights: Selected Essays of Abdullahi An-Na'im". Ashgate
Publishing.

21 Barlas, A. (2002). "Believing Women" in Islam: Unreading Patriarchal Interpretations of the Quran".
University of Texas Press.
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Translation: Allah does not forgive only polytheism, except for all other sins, He forgives
whom He wills for whomever He wills. (SuratA An-Nisa’ 48)

Allah Almighty is one, shirk in his essence or attributes is an unforgivable crime. As it was

made clear in Surat al-Nisa that shirk in the nature and attributes of God Almighty is an
unforgivable crime. Likewise, Holy Prophet Muhammad Mustafa (peace be upon him) is the
last prophet and messenger of Allah. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
has superiority over all the other Prophets. 2 22 The book of Sharia revealed to him has the
status of abrogation for all previous Shariats and books. Demanding a proof or a miracle from
a false prophet after the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is an act of
exclusion from the circle of Islam.

Allah, the Almighty, completed the Shariah by sending His Prophet Muhammad Mustafa
(peace be upon him). The things that have been proven with certainty from the Holy Prophet,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, are called the “requirements of religion”, and by

denying any one of the “requirements of religion”, a person is excluded from the circle of Islam.
24 25

(A8 Olpos JT839) rayunled] Gpo 855801 § 55 e i (6 Lo pOLLNII A2 35 025
Translation: Whoever wants to adopt a method other than this commandment (Islam), his
method will never be accepted, and in the Hereafter, he will be unsuccessful and unwilling.
(Surat Al Imran 85)

In the verse of Surah Aal Imran, it was clearly stated that no other religion is acceptable except

Islam. Islam and Eman became the boundary between human beings. Those who believed in
Allah and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) entered the realm of
Islam and became worthy of Allah's mercy, while those who followed the path of disbelief,
polytheism and denial were among the misguided, and they were subject to Allah's curse and
His punishment was great.

2. Distinction Between Muslims and Non-Muslims
The religion of Islam has demarcated Muslims and non-Muslims between humanity, where

Muslims are considered to be a single body and the suffering of one part is a problem for the
other part, while the disbelievers are enemies of Allah (Surat Al Imran 28) and are prohibited
from their fellowship. (Surat Mumtahna 28). In the Holy Qur'an, a warning has been given on
this topic that if the believers love the fellowship of Jews and Christians, then it is as if they
are among them.

o plah 5 phalisl 31 phalil 1536 30 dguzs il 35 B Gsdlsd 581 agally L Gghedd L35 i ¥
(o<l HaaB S L oo i i il 15t 7 5 bl el fpadd 3 08 Slalh finta

(YY alalll B yg0) o2l b il i &) Wil Ljr Syl i 19403 ke !

22 Muhammad Abdul Aziz Al-Burhawi, Nibras Sharh al-Aqaid, 286/114

23 Manahil al-Rawd al-Azhar Sharh al-Figh al-Akbar by Mulla Ali al-Qari

2 Muhammad Abdul Aziz Al-Burhawi, Nibras Sharh al-Agaid, 249

% Al-Yawgit wal Jawahir fi Bayan Agaid al-Akabir by Allama Syed Abdul Wahab, 2/38
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Translation: You will never find that those who believe in Allah and the Hereafter love those
who oppose Allah and His Messenger, be they their fathers or their sons. or their brothers or
their families, these are the people in whose hearts Allah has established faith and strengthened
them by giving them a soul, He will admit them to gardens under which Rivers will flow in
them and they will live in them forever. Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with
Allah. They are the people of Allah's group. (Al-Mujadalah 22)

In the same way, in Surah Al-Mujadalah, the attribute of the believers was described that the
deserving of their love and affection are those who believe in Allah and His Messenger (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him), and they can never love the opponents of Islam, even if
they are their blood relatives and family members.

fh SUgls i o5t iz olanll e A& Igdatial of 25T G153 15 A$2GT 19 ¥ 16aT Gl LT
(¥ 5 39) Gskilal

Translation: O you who have believed, do not make friends of your fathers and brothers, if they
prefer disbelief to faith, those of you who make them friends will be wrongdoers.

The same thing has been explained in Surah Towbah that if the people of the truth accept the
fellowship and friendship of the disbelievers, then they themselves will also be among the
wrongdoers. Therefore, similar and numerous verses and hadiths clarify the difference between
Muslims and non-Muslims. That the real relationship is the relationship of faith, in the absence
of which even the blood relationship goes backwards.

But the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has been sent as a messenger
for all humanity in the world. So, while we have the prohibition of specific relationships from
one angle, on the other hand, in the light of other verses of the Qur'an and the Prophet's Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and his Companions, we also find general relations
with non-Muslims and the determination of their basic rights.

3. Interactions between Muslims and Non-Muslims
In Surah Al-Bagarah, Allah says in the form of (ol 361,S1% ) “La Ikrah fi al-Din” that there

is no compulsion in religion. In the same way, it was stated that there is no prohibition to
believe in other places (Surat Al Kahf 110) despite the fact that the disbelievers are going to
make hell their abode anyway.

Keeping these two aspects in mind, the jurists and scholars classified relations with non-

Muslims. In this regard Hakeem Ummat Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi. The following is a
summary of the text:

There are three types of dealings with disbelievers:
i. Movalat means friendship

Rule: there is no case in which it is permissible
ii Madarat means outward happiness

Rule: Madarat (Niceness) is allowed in three cases:

a. For prevention of harm
b. It is expected of the fur for guidance

19
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c. For the third Ikram Seef
iii. Mawasat means benevolence and beneficence

Rule: Mawasaat it is impermissible with the people of war and permissible with the non-
people of war. 2°

In the light of the above facts, it is clear that the conditions, even if they are dominated by
Muslims, where it is difficult to live, or even if they are dominated by Islam, when non-
Muslims live together as Zimmi (non-Muslim living in a Muslim country and paying taxes,
and whose security is the responsibility of the state) of the Islamic State. In both these cases
we clearly find religious orders which are based on justice and right.

B. Matrimonial relations of Muslims with non-Muslims:

While Islam justifies economic and social relations with non-Muslims, it forbids marital
relations with those religions whose beliefs and ideologies are fundamentally different. In
Islamic society, there are instructions in every matter from birth to death, from purity, food,
clothing, etc. All of which are somehow related to family life, which requires the mutual
cooperation of men and women. Similarly, the child born as a result of this relationship, religion
demands that he should also be obedient to Allah Almighty.

1. Matrimonial relations with Polytheism

The polytheists are among those who are impure, and the Qur'an repeatedly refers to this
subject. So, those people who are declared impure in the light of the Qur'an, then how is it
possible that any type of marital relationship can be established with them?

In fact, polytheism and monotheism are two contradictory concepts, both of them have separate
paths.

Islam is calling people to obey Allah and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him). Obviously after the matrimonial affair there will be a family in result. And the
family cannot be based on two contradictory concepts. Islam expressly forbids marriage with
the people of polytheism, and gives a Muslim obedient to a higher status that is Allah Almighty.

I. The Quranic Stance on Polytheism

a5:5k050 G Sl 19585 WpupSTE] 315 38,45 (5 Alada dalefah 55 AL 15855
B T SRl 5 asdly Bpadlls il ) 5klg gl ] Ssbd AlslspSimel 5l lydia a5 abh

(YY) Byadl 8 y90) & 9380 podad
Translation: Do not marry polytheistic women until they believe; for a believing slave-woman
is better than a free polytheist, even though she may look pleasant to you. And do not marry

your women to polytheistic men until they believe, for a believing slave-man is better than a
free polytheist, even though he may look pleasant to you. They invite "you” to the Fire while

2 Ashraf Ali Thanvi, Bayan al-Quran, 204/1
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Allah invites "you to Paradise and forgiveness by His grace.1 He makes His revelations clear
to the people so perhaps they will be mindful.
(SuratA Al-Bagarah 221)

This is the reason why Sahaba Rizwanullah Ajameen divorced their polytheist wives after the
revelation of Surah Mutahnah. 2 In the beginning of Islam, marriage was also allowed with
polytheists, but later it was declared forbidden.
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Translation: O believers! When the believing women come to you as emigrants,1 test their
intentions—their faith is best known to Allah—and if you find them to be believers, then do
not send them back to the disbelievers. These "women™ are not lawful "wives™ for the
disbelievers, nor are the disbelievers lawful "husbands” for them. "But” repay the disbelievers
whatever "dowries” they had paid. And there is no blame on you if you marry these "women’
as long as you pay them their dowries. And do not hold on to marriage with polytheistic
women.2 "But® demand ‘repayment of" whatever "dowries’ you had paid, and let the
disbelievers do the same. That is the judgment of Allah—He judges between you. And Allah
is All-Knowing, All-Wise.
(Surat Mumthah 10)

ii. Historical Context and Prohibitions

According to Hafiz ibn Katheer, "This is the verse that prohibited Muslim women from
marrying polytheists, although in the beginning of Islam it was permissible for a polytheist to
marry a believer (Muslim)".

Imam Nakhai says, "Infidels (polytheist) used to marry Muslim women and Muslims used to
marry polytheist women. This verse has been abrogated".?8

a) Hazrat Umer Bin Khatab (RA)
After the revelation of this Qur'anic text of Surah Mumtahna, Hazrat Umar (Radi Allahu Ta'ala
Anhu) divorced his two polytheist wives who were living in Makkah at that time.

The first one was Qaribah bint Abu Umayyah, after divorced she married to Hazrat

Muawiya who had not converted to Islam at that time and the second was Umm Kulthum
bint Umar bin Jarul al-Khazai, after divorced she married to a member of her own family.
And that person was from Abu Jaham bin Huzaifa bin Ghanim.?®

b) Hazrat Ayaz bin Ghannam (RA)
We find another example of the same type from the Companions of prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) that when Hazrat Ayaz bin Ghannam (RA) divorced his

27 Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Ismail, Sahih Bukhari, Bab al-Shurut fi al-Jihad wa al-Musalahatah ma'a Ahl al-
Harb, Darain Katheer Publications

28 Qurtubi, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ahmed ibn Abi Bakr, Al-Jami' li Ahkam al-Qur'an, 18/65
2 Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Ismail, Sahih Bukhari, Bab al-Shurut fi al-Jihad wa al-Musalahatah ma'a Ahl al-
Harb, Darain Katheer Publications
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polytheist wife Umm Hagm bint Abu Sufyan and who later married Abdullah bin Uthman
Safi. %0

¢) Hazrat Talha bin Ubaidullah (RA)
The third example of this is that Hazrat Talha bin Ubaidullah divorced his polytheist wife
Urwa bint Rabi'ah and she later converted to Islam and after migrating to Madinah, she was
married to Hazrat Khalidullah bin Saeed bin Al-Aas.3!

d) Hazrat Umaymah bint Bishr (RA)
Hafiz Ibn Hajar Asgalani narrates in Fateh al-Bari that Umaymah bint Bishr (RA) was
married to Hassan bin Dahdah (and according to Tabari Thabit bin Dahdah). Her husband
was polytheist and after the Hazrat Umaymah converted to Islam She escaped from Makkah
and reached to Madinah, then the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
ended this marriage and married her to Suhail bin Hanif RA, with whom his son Abdullah
bin Suhail narrated. It is said that the verse of Surah Mumtahnah was revealed in connection
with them. 32

2. Matrimonial relations with Monotheism:
Permissibility of Marriage to the People of the Book

In the light of the Qur'anic text, it becomes clear that just as it is permissible to marry a pure
Muslim woman, it is also permissible to marry a pure woman of the Book, because in principle
the People of the Book and the Muslims agree on the matter of monotheism, but That they self-
created such polytheistic beliefs in themselves which are against rational reasoning and against
Sharia.
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Translation: Today all good, pure foods have been made lawful for you. Similarly, the food of
the People of the Bookl is permissible for you and yours is permissible for them. And
"permissible for you in marriage” are chaste believing women as well as chaste women of those
given the Scripture before you—as long as you pay them their dowries in wedlock, neither fornicating
nor taking them as mistresses. And whoever rejects the faith, all their good deeds will be void "in this
life” and in the Hereafter they will be among the losers.(Surat Al-Maidah-5)
a. Scholarly Interpretations and Traditions

Hazrat Abdullah ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) says:

"Marrying polytheists was prohibited in Surah Bagarah, then Surah Maida exempted the People

of the Book from it through these verse”. 33

30 Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Ismail, Sahih Bukhari, Kitab al-Talag, Darain Katheer Publications

31 Asgalani, Hafiz Ahmed ibn Ali ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bari, 18/66, Dar al-Kutub al-l1imiyya, Beirut, Lebanon
32 Asgalani, Hafiz Ahmed ibn Ali ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bari, 5/347, Dar al-Kutub al-l1imiyya, Beirut, Lebanon
33 Tabari, Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jarir, Al-Jami' al-Bayan, 362/4
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Allama Ibn Jarir al-Tabari, after quoting these opinions, says that the polytheists mentioned in
Surah Bagarah do not include the women of the People of the Book, Allah has made marriage
with them permissible. And people of books are exempted *

In this connection, there is a tradition that Hazrat Jabir (RA) says that the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:

"We will marry the women of the People of the Book, but they will not be allowed to marry

our women”’. 3°

In the light of the above and other arguments, it is clear that marriage with a Kitabiyyah (people
of book) is permissible, and some scholars, including Allama Ibn Qudamah Hanbali, say that
there is consensus among the Ummah on the matter of marrying a Kitabiyyah.

b. The Dilemma of Polytheism within Monotheism

Another problem arises here that firstly, where Muslims prohibited from marrying people of
polytheism, then polytheism of the People of the Book in the nature and attributes of Allah is
of the highest order. It's often asserted that marriage with women from the People of the Book
is not deemed permissible.

Hazrat Abdullah Ibn Umar says:

"Allah has forbidden polytheism for the believers. | do not know that there can be any greater
polytheism than that of a woman saying that Jesus is her Lord, although he is one of the servants
of Allah. 3¢

In the light of the above two arguments, let us see which process is more careful. So, there is a
need for caution in this matter. And more preferable action is that which is known to belonged
to Hazrat Umar, according to a famous interpretation of Hazrat Shaqgig, may God have mercy
on him, according to the narrated by Hazrat Huzaifa, married a Jew, then Hazrat Umar, may
God bless him and grant him peace. Hazrat Hudhayfah (R.A.) asked him" ,Do you consider it
haram "?Hazrat Umar replied to him.

"I do not say that it is forbidden, but I fear that you should not marry their Debauchees
Women” ¥
In fact, it is worth considering that according to the rules and regulations, when those morals

and those social standards could not exist within the People of the Book, how can it be assumed
that their women will remain pure and chaste. It also happens that if a literate woman plays the
role of a mother even in Muslim families, then there will be a possibility that such polytheistic
beliefs will not be born in the God-willed children. So the requirement of caution is that even
the People of the Book should be careful in the matter of marital relations. However, it is illegal
for Muslim women to marry people of the Book?®. Despite the permission of marriage with
kitabiya (people of book) is permissible.

34 Tabari, Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jarir, Al-Jami' al-Bayan, 365/4

3 Tabari, Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jarir, Al-Jami' al-Bayan, 367/4

36 Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Ismail, Sahih Bukhari, Kitab al-Talag, Darain Katheer Publications
37 Tabari, Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jarir, Al-Jami' al-Bayan, 3/28

38 Tabari, Abu Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir, Al-Jami' al-Bayan, 4/58
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C. Consistency with Prophetic Tradition and Islamic Ethics
Several contemporary Islamic scholars advocate for a more thorough interpretation of Islamic

doctrines on interfaith marriage. In contrast, traditional Islamic academics adopt a distinct
perspective that is strongly rooted in classical readings of Islamic literature and law. This
perspective highlights the importance of preserving religious identity and the value of having
a common faith in the context of marriage.

1. The Preservation and Renewal of Islamic Cultural Identity:

Traditional intellectuals place great importance on the preservation of a strong Islamic identity
within the framework of the familial structure, since they see the possibility of its erosion via
interfaith marriages. These people cite the Qur'an, namely Surah Al-Bagarah (2:221), which
explicitly states that Muslim men and women should refrain from marrying polytheists until
they have attained a state of believing. The primary objective of this interpretation is to
safeguard the religious beliefs of Muslims by mitigating any external factors that may
potentially undermine their faith. 3°

2. The preservation of the religious beliefs of future generations:

The religious upbringing of children born from interfaith marriages is a significant concern
within the realm of conventional academia. The teachings prioritize the notion that Muslim
parents may not possess absolute authority over their child's religious education, perhaps
leading to confusion or a loss of trust in Islam. 4°

3. Marital Partnerships: Rights and Obligations:

Traditional academics acknowledge the complexities associated with addressing religious
rights and duties in the context of an interfaith marriage. The argument contends that Islamic
law provides a comprehensive and succinct framework for delineating the rights and
obligations of spouses, a task that may be challenging within a societal context that
encompasses many religious beliefs. For example, the need for the husband to act as the
protector and provider for his wife, as stated in Surah An-Nisa (4:34), may be compromised in
marriages involving individuals of various religious beliefs. 4!

3. The communal cohesiveness of the Muslim community:

Some conventional scholars express concern over the impact of interfaith weddings on the
unity of the Muslim community. They hold the belief that marriage serves as both an individual
bond and a collective agreement that contributes to the stability and identity of the Muslim

39 Al-Qurtubi, A. (n.d.). "Al-Jami' li-Ahkam al-Qur'an". Dar al-Kutub al-'llmiyyah.
40 1bn Kathir, 1. (n.d.). "Tafsir Ibn Kathir". Darussalam.
41 Al-Shafi'i, M. I. (n.d.). "Kitab Al-Umm". Dar al-Ma‘arif.
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Ummah. This assertion is made on the basis that marriage is a social contract. Permitting
interfaith marriages may potentially undermine these social connections. #?

5. Consistency with Prophetic Tradition:

The adherence to the principles and teachings of the prophetic tradition. Conventional
academics often use the Sunnah (traditions) of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) as a means to support the endorsement of marriages within the religious
framework, with the aim of upholding religious harmony and perpetuity. Advocates of this
perspective assert that the Prophet's example provides Muslims with a clear and direct course
to pursue. *

The traditional Islamic scholars offer an alternate narrative to the inclusive perspective adopted
by some contemporary intellectuals. The proponents advocate for the observance of
conventional understandings of Islamic literature, placing particular importance on the
protection of Islamic identity, the maintenance of children's religious practices, the realization
of marital rights and responsibilities, the cohesion of the Muslim community, and adherence to
the teachings of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). A number of
individuals within the Muslim community persist in maintaining these perspectives, which can
be traced back to a well-established Islamic legal system and continue to wield a substantial
degree of influence.

METHODOLOGY:
Given the complex dynamics of interfaith marriages between Muslims and non-Muslims within
the Islamic framework, this study adopts a mixed-methods approach,

Content Analysis:

The paper analyses religious texts from the Quran and Hadith, along with interpretations from
various Islamic legal schools, focusing on laws and morality at the heart of the current academic
discourse. The theological basis and evolving interpretations related to interfaith marriages
have been a primary focus of this research. This allows for a comprehensive analysis of the
current research on the topic, utilizing sampling and classification procedures to organize a vast
amount of material into thematically consistent categories.

Comparative Method:

The comparative method was employed in this study to conduct a comparative analysis of
Muslim interfaith marriages with other major world religions, including Christianity, Judaism,
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Sikhism. This comparative perspective highlights similarities and
differences across religious traditions, enriching the discussion on interfaith marriages by
situating Islamic views within a broader religious and cultural context.

Descriptive Method:

In this research, a descriptive methodology is used to investigate the social and anthropological
aspects of interfaith marriages between Muslims and non-Muslims. In this context, an
investigation of the social integration, multiculturalism, and identity development of interfaith
spouses and their children is included. The legal and political discourse that surrounds these

42 Al-Ghazali, A. H. (n.d.). "lhya' 'Ulum al-Din". Dar al-Minha;.
43 Al-Bukhari, M. (n.d.). "Sahih al-Bukhari". Dar Touq al-Najah.
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marriages in various national settings is also explored, with a particular emphasis placed on the
interaction between religious legislation, secular laws, and the views of society.

Case studies and empirical data are included into the study in order to contextualize theoretical
ideas and bring attention to the experiences that interfaith couples really go through in their
lives. Interviews with individuals and couples who are involved in marriages between Muslims
and non-Muslims give qualitative data that supports the literature study. These interviews
provide personal viewpoints that highlight the difficulty of negotiating interfaith partnerships.
It is a very comprehensive approach to understanding the various phenomena of interfaith
marriage, which brings along historical and theological perspectives in its analysis. This
approach, therefore, more easily understandable. The approach has been devised so that it
provides all-inclusive research in regard to the Muslim-Non-Muslim marriages that will
include the interfaith unions, by accommodating many sources and perspectives.

RESULTS:

1. Historical and Theological Analysis:
Marriage ceremonies between individuals of different faiths have been practiced since the
early days of Islam. Because of the application of Islamic law and the views of society,
these weddings are characterized by a degree of complexity. The issue of interfaith
weddings is addressed in the Qur'an, including the fact that a Muslim male may marry a
"People of the Book™ (either a Christian or a Jew), however the Qur'an has a stance that is
opposed to intermarriages for Muslim women.

2. Comparative Religious Studies:
The role of interfaith marriages in fostering religious pluralism and dialogue is explored,

with an aim to understand their impact on interreligious understanding and communal
harmony in addition with compromising the religion principles.

3. Matrimonial Relations of Muslims Final Order:
Prohibition of marital relations with polytheists, highlighting the fundamental differences
in beliefs and Permissibility of marriage to People of the Book (Monotheism), with
considerations on purity and shared beliefs in monotheism.

4. Consistency with Prophetic Tradition and Islamic Ethics:
Emphasizes preservation of Islamic identity, religious upbringing of children, marital rights
and obligations, community cohesion, and adherence to prophetic traditions.

5. Complex Interplay in Practical Context:
Discusses economic norms, identity crisis in children from interfaith marriages, cultural
conflicts, and the psychological impact of choosing one religion over another. Also,
highlights the importance of cautious engagement in interfaith marriages to preserve
Islamic values and identity.

6. Future Prospects:
The research anticipates an increase in interfaith marriages, driven by globalization,

evolving religious interpretations, and shifting societal attitudes towards greater conflicts
with diverse relationships.

26



Crossing Cultural Lines: An Analysis of Muslim-Non-Muslim...

DISCUSSION:

Evolutionary Trajectory and Contemporary Exegesis:

The Exegetics and the Evolutionary Pathway of Modern Literature: A critical evaluation from
the perspective of historical accounts clearly attests to the fact that interfaith marriages, which
were widely noticed during the Umayyad and Abbasid ages, have undergone a complete
transformation in terms of their interpretation.

In the above context, with changing sociopolitical landscapes, this section will attempt to
deconstruct how these historical articulations have been reconstructed through a contemporary
Islamic academic perspective.

Advancing Religious Pluralism and Interfaith Discourse:

This analytically explores how interfaith marriages contribute to development a landscape of
religious pluralism and enhancing interfaith dialogue. It views such unions as significantly
aiding in the creation of a space of respect and understanding for the religious boundaries of
all. In this way, they support greater empathy through global religious dialogue.

Navigating the Confluence of Cultural and Religious Disparities:

This paper begins by attempting to explore the challenges that cloud the lives of couples in an
interfaith marriage. From reconciling divergent cultural and religious landscapes to addressing
challenges posed by societal, familial, and legislative realms, this deals with how couples’
potential mechanisms and strategies for overcoming such hurdles highlight the need for
reforms in legal, social, and community orientations.

Conclusive Reflections and Future Prospective

As a summary of this discussion, the following is a synopsis of the predominant impacts of
interfaith marriages between Muslims and non-Muslims, as well as the significance of these
marriages on the individual, communal, and societal levels. This last portion makes a prediction
about the shifting discussion in Islamic scholarship and society views regarding these
marriages. The interactive influence of globalization, cultural flows, and a trend toward ever
more varied societies is stressed in this section.

CONCLUSION:

It is important that the social meaning toward interfaith Muslim and non-Muslim marriages
and consider present social norms, identity, and actual intercultural dynamics. All of these
factors contribute to the development of social integration and diversity, from the difficulties
associated with interfaith marriages, which challenge established notions, to the emergence of
a new culture that promotes liberal behavior. The negotiations of religious and cultural
identities, the impact of these negotiations on children who come from families of different
faiths, and the changes in societal norms, economic and social stratification are included
When it comes to Muslim-Hindu weddings, the difficulties that are linked with interfaith
marriages are much more evident than those that are involved with other types of marriages.
These difficulties are caused by the sectarian warfare that exists between different faiths.

In point of fact, many who advocate for interfaith weddings contend that the support systems
that are advocated by the scholars who allow interfaith marriages are the following: religious

27



Quarterly Research Journal “Al-Qudwah”, Volume 03, Issue 01, Jan-Mar 2025

reconciliation, effective communication, cultural adaptation, flexibility, education, legality,
and morality. When it comes to the the details that are involved in interpersonal interactions,
all of the above perspectives highlight the challenges of respect, understanding, and adaptation
that are being addressed. To tackle these concerns, the scholars has put up a significant number
of different frameworks. Understanding the many aspects of cultural exchanges and the very
process of identity construction that takes place in interfaith marriages may be facilitated by
the use of anthropological research, which allow to get deep and comprehensive perspectives.

Major issues facing interfaith marriages between Muslims and individuals of other religions
include religious and cultural conflicts, such as disagreements between couples, acceptance by
families, children's upbringing, legal challenges, community belonging, social stigma,
discrimination, feelings of religious guilt, and spiritual practices. These issues are rooted in
personal and familial difficulties, cultural and institutional barriers, and the need to develop
supportive, understanding, and caring systems that address the unique requirements of these
couples. The future of Muslim-non-Muslim marriages will thus depend on factors such as
globalization, evolving religious interpretations, legal frameworks, social attitudes,
technological changes, and interfaith negotiations.

Advocates argue for the positive recontextualization of Qur'anic texts concerning interfaith

marriages and endorse interfaith dialogue and pluralism. They also highlight the importance of
addressing modern social needs, such as gender justice.

Islam seeks to unite all, and all Muslims considered as one entity. Those outside this
community are regarded as disbelievers, viewed as adversaries of Allah. Interactions between
Muslims and non-Muslims are categorized into three types: Movalat (friendship), Madarat
(outward cordiality), and Mawasat (benevolence and kindness). The Qur'anic stance on
polytheism is that polytheists are impure and should not be married until they convert to belief.

Even the renewal and preservation of the Islamic cultural identity and the preservation of the
religious beliefs of future generations and the communal cohesiveness of the Muslim
community. Thus, it becomes a complex matter of interfaith marriage in Islam, with clear
dimensions both traditional and modern, which emphasize the principle of religious identity
among people, the permanence of religious practices of children, and Sunnah of the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

RECOMMENDATION:

1. Longitudinal Studies on Children from Interfaith Marriages:

Investigating the long-term effects on children born into interfaith marriages, particularly
regarding identity formation, religious beliefs, and cultural integration, would provide
invaluable comprehensions into the impacts of a dual-faith upbringing.

2. Interfaith Dialogue Initiatives:

Future research could examine the extent to which interfaith dialogue initiatives between
monoletheism contribute to mutual understanding and stigma reduction concerning interfaith
marriages. This may include exploring successful interfaith dialogue programs and their
influence on community mindsets and behaviors.

3. Technological Impact on Interfaith Relationships:
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Researching the role of technology and social media in facilitating interfaith relationships and
marriages could reveal new dynamics in how these couples meet, communicate, and resolve
challenges.

4. Comparative Studies:

Comparative studies of interfaith relations between different Islamic schools of thought could
enhance understanding of the diverse perspectives within Islam. Such studies could provide a
broad framework for examining the theological basis of interfaith relations.

5. Socio-Cultural Impact:

Investigating the socio-cultural impacts of interfaith relations in Muslim-majority versus
Muslim-minority contexts could reveal how these settings influence the practice of Islam from
an interfaith perspective.

6. Historical Analyses:

In order to draw lessons for the contemporary situation, it is important to identify and search
for previous examples of interfaith interactions within the Islamic history. For the purpose of
projecting the Islamic times of rule with enormous interfaith peace, it is possible to take lessons
from the successful models of coexistence when they are emphasized in the extensive history
that is pointed out.
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